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G R A D U A T E S  

HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Hunter Beck Vestal High School 
 
Nathan Jennings Union Endicott High School 
 
Lauren Smith Union Endicott High School 
 
Stephen Wilson Vestal High School 
 
Sabra Wilson Vestal High School 
 
 
COLLEGE 
 

Trevor Barney SUNY Cortland 
 
Josh Bennett Cairn University 
 
Abby Eckert Mansfield University 
 
Joel Everett Harvard– Kennedy School of Government 
 
Brendan Farrell Universal Technical Institute– Rancho Cucamonga 
 
Meghan Farrell St. John Fisher 
 
Nichole Heidrich SUNY Broome 
 
Hannah Fiaschi SUNY Broome 
 
Kailey Huff SUNY Broome 
 
Kevin Luo University at Albany, SUNY 
 
Andrew McDonald SUNY Cobleskill 
 
Jesse Paff SUNY Broome 
 
Tony Paradiso Binghamton University 
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As Christians, the good news of Jesus Christ  

is the most important thing we can share with others! 
 

But . . . 
Do you find yourself hesitant and tongue-tied because you are: 

 
       Unsure what to say? 
           Afraid you will offend people? 
          Intimidated by our culture? 
 Worried that you don’t know enough  
 to answer people’s questions?  Concerned that your story isn’t dramatic   
       enough to convince people? 
 
 
Chris Walker, Evangelism Coach, will be our guest for our Fall Kick-Off Weekend on  
September 9-11, 2016.  
 
Friday Evening will be geared for church leaders (elders, deacons, staff, small group     
leaders, children’s ministry leaders, etc.) as we look at  hospitality, personal evangelism, and our 
shared witness within the context of our church and ministries. 
 
On Saturday, our whole congregation and sister churches in our presbytery are encouraged to  
participate in a day designed to inspire and equip us to share the good news more effectively. The 
only cost to you will be lunch.  In a safe and supportive environment, we will learn about, talk 
about, and pray about our call to evangelism.  We will be challenged to recognize and respond to 
the spiritual thirst in others with biblical principles and practical application. 
 
On Sunday, Chris will preach at our united service (10am), followed by lunch.  
 

PLEASE save the dates- more information will be coming! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 

P A S T O R S ’  P A G E  
-  T I M  A N D  J A N  D E V I N E ,  C O - P A S T O R S  

For I am 
NOT ASHAMED 

of the Gospel fo
r  it is 

THE POWER 
of 

 GOD for 
Salvation to 
everyone who 
BELIEVES   

Romans 1:16 



Many in our congregation are 
away from our physical build-
ing during the summer months 
and may not get to connect 
with people again in person 
until the fall.  We are a family 
though, whether near or far, 
so if you are away (or at 
home!) pick up the phone, 
write a letter or a postcard, 
send a text or an email, just to 
let someone in the congrega-
tion know that you are thinking 
about them and praying for 
them specifically.  I would en-
courage you to keep relation-
ships strong throughout the 
summer and keep these spe-
cific requests in mind as you 
pray: 
 Former member, Bernie 

Rae Plante, who cele-
brates a miraculous heal-
ing from God! 

 Beth McKeown’s father, 
who had  surgery. 

 John King, who was re-
cently named the 2016 Na-
tional 4-H Salute to Excel-
lence 4-H Volunteer of the 
Year. 

 Stephen Wilson, who com-
peted at Nationals in North 
Carolina on the Vestal 
track team.  

 Isaac Everett, who com-
pleted the first step in his 
ordination process in the 
Episcopal church. 

 Carolyn and Peter 
Preisendanz, who wel-
comed their first grandson, 
Cameron Charles, into 
their lives. 

 Praise for the quality time 
fathers and sons spent to-
gether at “Joshua Trek,” a 

weekend backpacking trip 
through Rock Mountain 
Camp. 

 Pastor Nissi, upon the 
death of her step father. 

 The family of Michelle 
Beatty’s friend and mentor, 
Meg, upon her recent 
death. 

 Alyssa Beck who had addi-
tional surgery in her battle 
against cancer. 

 Dawn Weber, who had 
some tests done. 

 Bryan Early’s father, who 
is struggling with health 
issues. 

 Claudia Delafield’s friend, 
Christy, who was hospital-
ized. 

 Carole Cockrell’s friends, 
Maria and Marilyn, who 
are struggling with health 
concerns. 

 Ann/Barry Driggs’ friends, 
Pat and Jim, who are fac-
ing health issues. 

 Gabby Laubisch, as she 
underwent chemo and a 
bone marrow transplant. 

 Bev Conklin’s daughter-in-
law, Pam, who was thrown 
from a horse and suffered 
a concussion. 

 The victims and their fami-
lies following the massacre 
in Orlando. May we stand 
against acts of hatred that 
devalue the sacredness of 
human life. 

 Liz and Doug Kerr, who 
celebrated their 45th anni-
versary.  

 Liz Kerr, who had knee re-
placement surgery.  

 Gloria Johnston’s son, 
Kevin, and some extended 

W H A T ’ S  N E W  A M O N G  O U R  P E O P L E ?  
– N A T H A N  J A C O B S  

family, who are all dealing 
with health problems. 

 Carol Cockrell, who had a 
second eye surgery. 

 Caitlyn Verno, who attend-
ed a five-day training by 
Child Evangelism  Fellow-
ship (CEF) in preparation 
for hosting a local summer 
club to introduce neighbor-
hood children to Jesus! 

 Parents and children who 
attended Rock Mountain 
Mini-Camp together. 

 Bethlehem Presbyterian 
Church, who is going 
through a very contentious 
process in their decision to 
move to ECO. 

 The victims of flooding in 
West Virginia. 

 All of Europe and the rest 
of the world, as the fallout 
from the UK’s decision to 
leave the EU unfolds. 
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For this reason I too,     
having heard of the faith  
in the Lord Jesus which 
exists among you and your 
love for all the saints, do 
not cease giving thanks for 
you, while making mention 
of you in my prayers; that 
the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give to you a spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation 
in the knowledge of Him. 
 
 –Ephesians 1:15-17 
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Middle School Youth 
 
JUNE 12, 2016—   
The school year ended with an evening at the Pierce’s 
Farm– bonfire, ultimate frisbee, hike, hayride, and devotions. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR- 
JULY 31— Quaker Lake Adventure!  
Carpool from church @ 11:30am.  
Spend the day enjoying a BBQ, swimming, fishing, and  
boating! 
Return to FPC:E @ 4:00pm. 
 
   
         
        High School Youth  
  

 Please keep Caitlyn Verno in prayer as she takes a bold step to 
 grow in faith and learn to share her faith.  Caitlyn has been  
 accepted to the "Christian Youth in Action" camp at LeTourneau  
 Christian Camp, from June 27- July 3.  She and other young 
 adults will be trained to teach children about God and the gospel in 
 effective and engaging ways.  During the week of July 11-15,  
 Caitlyn will work with Alisha and others trained through Child 
 Evangelism Fellowship to host a “Summer 5-Day Club" for  
 children in the neighborhood surrounding our church.  It will be a 
 an exciting, fun-filled time for children in our community to learn 
 about God, the good news of Jesus Christ, and the powerful        
 stories of missionaries across the world.   

 
 

A WORD TO PARENTS  
 

Last fall, we introduced cpyu.org, an online resource by Walt Mueller who has spent 30+ years  
studying youth culture.  Walt delves deep in order to help us as parents- bewildered by today’s  
culture– to be better equipped to understand and then reach today's youth from a relevant,  
biblical perspective.  
 
Walt deals with many issues that are especially timely as we enter the summer season. Examples: 
 - a response to the Orlando tragedy 
 - “screen” addiction 
 - issues dealing with sexuality 
 - sleep guidelines for babies, children, teens 
 
Spend some time on his website; it’s one way to help us learn enough about our world and about 
our God to help our children and teens face this world with a strong foundation in Christ.  

Y O U T H  N E W S   

 



THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

A BIG “Thank You!” to our incredible team of volunteers that make Children’s Ministry happen week after 
week, month after month, and season after season!  We would not have Sunday morning opportunities 
without you.    Thank you for planning lessons, and activities, and for having small group conversations with 
students to keep them engaged in God's Word.  Thank you for always being flexible, gracious, and prayer 
filled team players.  Thanks for being patient with kids and encouraging them in their faith!  We are grateful 
for all you do!  

Ephesians 

2:8-9 

Here’s an activity to do with your kids to explain what GRACE is all about and what SALVATION costs! 

Find 8 inexpensive items from around the house, like a bottle of lotion, mirror, sponge, candy bar, box of soap, 
etc. Give each item a value (price) close to the actual cost and write it down in black ink on one side of a large 
index card. On the other side in red ink, write down an estimated amount that is either slightly higher or slightly 
lower than the actual price. Try to have about half of the estimated amounts higher, and half lower. Fold the 
index cards into tents so the red estimated amounts are showing. 

Make a card for the Bible also, with the actual value being what the Bible may have actually cost, and the esti-
mated amount slightly higher. Then make a card for the heaven poster, with the actual value being $0 and the 
estimated amount $10,000. 

Display all 10 items in a row on a table with the Bible in the 9th spot and SALVATION  in the 10th spot. 

Give each person in your family a tally sheet.   As you point to the first item, have the kids decide if the price 
shown is higher or lower than the actual price. Have them check the box accordingly on their tally sheet. Once 
they have made their choice, turn over the card to show the actual price and see if they got it right. Do the 
same for the rest of the items, one by one, as the kids keep score. Ham it up as a game show host might do, 
describing each item, etc. 

Have the kids guess if the actual price of the Bible is higher or lower, but before revealing the actual price, stop 
to see how well the kids are doing so far. Ask if any team got eight correct, seven, six, etc. Then turn over the 
Bible price. Whether the kids said the actual price is higher or lower doesn’t really matter. Explain that even a 
Bible has a price, and can be bought. 

Last, have them guess if the actual price for Salvation is higher or lower than $10,000. The price of Salvation 

is important. As you turn over the card to reveal the actual price of $0, explain how Salvation is absolutely 

free. Not even one hundred thousand million dollars can buy Salvation. Give a special treat to anyone who got 

the answer right. 

GRACE 

& 

THE PRICE is RIGHT 

SALVATION 

  For it is by GRACE you have been    

  SAVED, through FAITH — and this 

  is not from yourselves, it is the gift 

  of God— not by works, so that no 

  one can boast.  
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As we enter the summer months, the rhythm of life changes for many—hopefully it will slow 

down as school is out of session, some ministries of the church take a hiatus during this   

season, and many intentionally use the time to enjoy God’s wonderful creation with day trips, 

weekends away, relaxing at cottages, or taking weeks at a time for vacation and exploration.  

This doesn’t mean, though, that we take a break from worship or the church entirely shuts 

down for the summer! 

 

This summer, make a point of being in worship when you are in town, and stay after the    

services to connect with others during the fellowship time.  The fellowship time has been   

intentionally put in place this summer because many have shared that during the rest of the 

year it is hard to connect while serving in various capacities (children’s ministry, choir, tech 

team, etc.).  Plan to stay a bit and intentionally converse with someone “new to you.”  And if 

you meet someone visiting our church, be intentional about introducing yourself and others to 

them; ask if they have any questions, and offer to show them around the building if they are 

unfamiliar with it.  Guests and visitors are regularly attending both services, and you could be 

the difference that makes them feel welcomed to our community of faith!  

 

This summer, many individuals and small groups are taking time to help out around the  

buildings and grounds- to organize, spruce things up, and support Lou and the House    

Committee with other general maintenance items.  We have already seen new lines painted 

in the parking lots, some weeding (which is a never-ending task!), new grass planted along 

the side, an overhaul of the nursery (painting, new carpet and cupboards, organization of 

toys), and organization of  the Christmas closet, dining room cupboards, and storage area 

behind the kitchen.  This is a great start, but Lou Pasquale has a never-ending list of items 

which need to be done, Ede Sornberger and the House Committee have their wish list, and I 

am sure any staff member has his/her own set of goals they would love to see happen in 

their area of ministry!  So take advantage of a more flexible summer schedule to contact Lou, 

Ede, or a staff person, and join others within our community of faith to help ensure that this 

church is a place that ministries can honor God throughout the year and together reach    

others for Christ! 

 

 

Even our smallest 

members got into  

the fun last year!   

C O N N E C T I N G  T H O U G H T S  F O R  T H E  S U M M E R  
– S H A R O N  E A R L Y  



‘ T W A S  A  G R E A T  Y E A R  I N D E E D . . .  
            - R O N N E  S I S C O ,  D I R E C T O R  O F  E D U C A T I O N  
                   -  D E R E K  W A S H B U R N ,  D I R E C T O R  O F  B U S I N E S S  
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Nursery School Registration Update:  E.F.P.N.S. has openings in our Three’s        

Program for the upcoming 2016‐17 school year! Visit our website at 

NurserySchool.FirstPresEndicoƩ.org for info. on our two and three day opƟons or call 

607.748.1744 to speak with Director of EducaƟon Ronne Sisco.  Join our fun! 

    Some of our staff were able to gather for dinner and laughs to toast a wonderful year! 

Students like Giovanni, Mason, and Hunter enjoyed their Water Day during the last week 

of school.  Couple that with the End of the Year Picnic and it’s “Hellooooo, summer!” 
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"If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit."  

(Galatians 5:25) 
 
SESSION WORK: 
 At the beginning of the June Session meeting, elders and lay leaders met to prepare for leading 

worship at the Traditional Service this summer. 
 The June 29 Session meeting will be focused on visioning work. 
 Chris Loughridge will serve as chair of the Nominating Committee and Carolyn Preisendanz was 

appointed as the 2nd elder.  We ask the congregation to keep their work in prayer as it begins.  
 Following up on our goals, Elders David Beers, Charlene Gebler, Jean Jenkins, and Chris 

Loughridge offered to share testimonies this summer of how God has worked in their lives. 
 
FPC:E NEWS AND PLANS: 
 On June 19, graduates will be recognized, fathers will be honored, and five new members 

(Richard and Dawn Davey, Tony and Stacy Paradiso, and Robert King) will join our church. 
 People responded to our focus on prayer in recent months by confirming a growing sense that 

we need to continue to emphasize and practice prayer as a vital part of our own lives and our 
ministry as a church. 

 In August, members of the 9:09 worship team will be attending the Hillsong Conference in NYC. 
 Plans are being made for the fall stewardship emphasis: a 48-hour congregation-wide prayer  

vigil will proceed Stewardship Dedication Sunday on November 13, 2016. 
 Thanks to Richard Davey and Lou Pasquale for re-striping the parking lots, and to Larry Pierce 

and family for spreading topsoil and planting grass in our side yard. 
 The new church website has gone live- special thanks to Nate Jacobs for all of his efforts. 
 
WAYS THE “GOOD NEWS” IS BEING LEARNED AND SHARED: 
 The summer tennis program, in partnership with the Boys & Girls Club and U-E school district, is 

coming together and will begin at the end of June. 
 Caitlyn Verno will attend a 5-day training by Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) and then help 

host a local summer club to introduce neighborhood children to Jesus! 
 The Route 66 Family Day Wrap-Up Celebration was held on Sunday, June 5.  In her report to 

Session, Alisha recognized and thanked the Children’s Ministry leadership team for a great year.  
 There are currently 22 students and 6 parents headed to various camping opportunities at Rock 

Mountain Bible Camp this summer. 
 Peace and Evangelism Sunday will be held on September 25, 2016.  In light of the fall emphasis 

on evangelism and the training/equipping the congregation will receive through Presbyterian        
Reformed Ministries International, the offering will be sent to support PRMI. 

 Special thanks to the Deacons and two small groups for preparing care packages and praying 
with Samaritan Supper guests on May 24. 

 Christy Williams and Kevin Luo were each offered scholarships to support summer mission trips 
which are part of their longer term mission/ministry training.   

 
COMMUNITY NEWS: 
 The church received an invitation from the Broome County Council of Churches to be a part of 

their upcoming 75th anniversary celebration in November. 

S E S S I O N  U P D A T E  
-  L I N D A  W I L L E T S ,  C L E R K  O F  S E S S I O N  
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School Supplies 
 The Deacons will once again be collecting school supplies for the children at Charles F. Johnson 
 School for the fall term. Donations will be accepted starting August 1. Take advantage of the 
 good deals you see now on crayons, #2 pencils, pens, scissors, glue sticks, spiral notebooks, 
 backpacks, 2 pocket folders, tissues, Clorox Wipes, colored pencils, markers, dry erase markers, 
 erasers, highlighters, rulers, post-its, pencil sharpeners with lids, composition books (marbled) 
 and loose-leaf lined paper. There are also school supply lists available at some of the major 
 stores (Wal-Mart, Staples, etc).  All items must be turned in to the church office (Copy Room) by 
 September 4. Thank you in advance for your help! 
 
College Addresses 
 Whether you have college students going away to school for the first time or returning to college 
 for their 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year, please let the office know their contact information.  We do send           
 newsletters to our college students, so names and addresses are helpful.  At the Christmas 
 break, a fun evening is organized for students returning home, and that information is usually 
 communicated via e-mail.  It would also be helpful if we have cell phone numbers for those  
 occasional last-minute communications.  Please let the office know how we can stay in touch 
 with our college students. 
 
Website Launch 
 We have launched the new website!!!  Go to www.fpcendicott.org and check it out: there you will 
 find upcoming events, highlights from past events, pictures, video, sermon and newsletter  
 archives, digital giving links, stories from our members, and more! 
 
Compassion Builders 
 Compassion Builders, a ministry of repairing broken homes for families in our community, began 
 work in June on a home for Brad Baumann and Alyssa Beck in anticipation of their upcoming 
 wedding in July. If you would like to be involved in this ministry, please e-mail Bryan Early 
 (bearly@stny.rr.com) to get on their distribution list for what work they will be doing, when and 
 where they will be. 
 
Prayer Cards  
 Let’s keep one another in prayer this summer! There are prayer cards for each family in the 
 church located in baskets in the back of the sanctuary and chapel. Please take a card each  
 Sunday, pray during the week for the individual or family on the card, and return it to the basket 
 and take another. Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful (Colossians 4:2). 
 
Summer Tennis Program  
 The Summer Tennis program is back! Run by Tim, in conjunction with the Boys and Girls Club of 
 Endicott, Children ages 5-12 are invited to come Monday and Wednesday from 11:00am-
 12:15pm and anyone (including adults) is welcome to come on Thursdays from 9:30am-10:30am. 
 The program is being held at the UE High School Tennis Courts. 

F I R S T  P R E S .  P R E S S  

C O M M U N I T Y  
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On June 19, we welcomed five new members to our congregation. 
 

 
 

 Stacy and Tony Paradiso have been 
 worshipping with us for about four years 
 following a move to the area for Tony’s job 
 with BAE Systems. Tony volunteers with our 
 tech team on Sunday mornings and Stacy 
 teaches Pre-K in our children’s ministry 
 program. Stacy teaches pre-school for work 
 as well. They have been married for about 2 
 and a half years and are expecting their first 
 child (a boy!) in the middle of July. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob King began worshipping with us about two years   
ago and has been attending the second service. Bob lives      
in Conklin and got connected here through a dear friend in   
the congregation. He is a retired NYSEG employee and       
currently stays busy working part time as a subcontractor       
for OCS Chemical. He also has two children and three    
grandchildren to keep him on his toes! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Richard and Dawn Davey have only been 
 worshipping here since January, but it  
 already feels like they’ve been here for 
 years. Both of them have jumped right into 
 this community, with Dawn joining the 
 Chancel Choir and Richard volunteering to 
 greet on Sunday morning and for House 
 Committee duties. We can thank Richard for 
 the new yellow lines in all of our parking lots! 
 Dawn is retired from IBM and Richard has 
 retired from a career in construction.   

F I R S T  P R E S .  P R E S S  

C O M M U N I T Y –  N E W  M E M B E R S  



Church Calendar July 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1  2  

3  
10:00 am Summer Worship 

Services 
11:00 am Fellowship in 

Gathering Area 

4 Independence Day 
 Office Closed 

5  
12:30 pm Staff Meeting 

6  
6:00 am Men's Group 
7:00 pm Worship Team 

Rehearsal 

7  8  9  

10  
10:00 am Summer Worship 

Services 
11:00 am Fellowship in 

Gathering Area 

11  
6:30 pm Nominating Committee 

Begins Fast 
12  
12:30 pm Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm Nominating Committee

Meeting 

13  
6:00 am Men's Group 
7:00 pm Worship Team 

Rehearsal 

14  15  16  

17 Communion 
 Rock Mountain Jr. 

Camp Begins 
10:00 am Summer Worship 

Services 
11:00 am Fellowship in 

Gathering Area 

18  19  
 

20  
6:00 am Men's Group 
1:00 pm Women's Circle III 
7:00 pm Worship Team 

Rehearsal 

21  22  23  

24 Ed Fiaschi Preaching 
10:00 am Summer Worship 

Services 
11:00 am Fellowship in 

Gathering Area 

25  26  
12:30 pm Staff Meeting 

27  
6:00 am Men's Group 
7:00 pm Worship Team 

Rehearsal 

28  29  30  

31 Ed Fiaschi Preaching 
10:00 am Summer Worship 

Services 
11:00 am Fellowship in 

Gathering Area 
11:30 am FPC:Youth Middle 

School 

      

 



Church Calendar August 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  2  
7:00 pm Worship Team 

Rehearsal 

3 Hillsong Conference 
NYC 

6:00 am Men's Group 

4 Hillsong Conference 
NYC 

5 Hillsong Conference 
NYC 

6  

7 Ed Fiaschi Preaching 
10:00 am Summer Worship 

Services 
11:00 am Fellowship in 

Gathering Area 

8  9  
 

10  
6:00 am Men's Group 
7:00 pm Worship Team 

Rehearsal 

11  12  13  

14  
10:00 am Summer Worship 

Services 
11:00 am Fellowship in 

Gathering Area 

15  
5:30 pm Nursery School Board 

Meeting 
16  
12:30 pm Staff Meeting 

17  
6:00 am Men's Group 
1:00 pm Women's Circle III 
7:00 pm Worship Team 

Rehearsal 

18  19  20  

21  
10:00 am Summer Worship 

Services 
11:00 am Fellowship in 

Gathering Area 

22  23  
12:30 pm Staff Meeting 

24  
6:00 am Men's Group 
7:00 pm Worship Team 

Rehearsal 

25  26  27  

28  
10:00 am Summer Worship 

Services 
11:00 am Fellowship in 

Gathering Area 

29  30  
12:30 pm Staff Meeting 

31  
6:00 am Men's Group 
7:00 pm Worship Team 

Rehearsal 

   

 





MISSION STATEMENT  

(What God wants us to do) 

We believe God wants us to share the life

-changing power and love of Jesus Christ 

in such compelling ways that more peo-

ple become fully devoted followers of 

Christ.  

VISION STATEMENT  

(What God wants to do) 

We believe God wants to transform our 

community through the saving love of 

Jesus Christ and calls us to share that 

hope with the world. To be an agent of 

hope, our congregation must  work to-

gether and rely on the power of the Holy 

Spirit to follow Christ, whatever the 

cost.1 This commitment, which is ground-

ed in a deep love of God and neigh-

bor,2 sends us out to share the Good 

News of Christ through our words3 and 

our actions.4 

1. The Great Commitment, Matthew

16:24-26 
2.The Great Commandment, Luke 10:27
3.The Great Commission, Matthew 28:18-

20  
4.The Great Compassion, Matthew 25:31-

40 

29 Grant Avenue 

Endicott, NY 13760 

Phone: (607) 748-1544 

Fax: (607) 748-1744 

www.firstpresendicott.org 

www.facebook.com/FPCEndicott 

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N
C H U R C H  

Nonprofit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 36 

Endicott, NY 

PURPOSE STATEMENT  

(The reason we exist) 

To reach more people and together 
grow in Christ. 
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