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Join us Thursday, Jan 19 at 6 pm for FPC:E’s first Missions Night!

Hear about the following four missions of FPC:Endicott— India, Kenya,
Back2Back Ministries (Christy Williams is currently raising support to become
one of their missionaries*) and Honesdale, PA— and in the process, sample
some food local to those areas! Whether you have ever considered going on
a trip, are interested in hearing what missions are all about, or would like to
support those who feel called to be missionaries, we hope you set aside Jan
19 to come and be part of FPC:Endicott's Missions Night!

*As the final step in her discernment process, Christy Williams is raising
support to be a long-term missionary in Mexico through Back2Back
Ministries: Global Orphan Care (http://back2back.org/). If you would like
more information, please speak directly to Christy or contact her at
cwilliams@back2back.org.

Kenya Mission Trip 2017

DO YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO MEET CHRISTIANS LIVING IN A VERY DIFFERENT
CONTEXT? TO HELP PEOPLE BUILD THEIR HOUSE OF WORSHIP? TO HELP
BUILD A SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN TO LEARN? TO SEE GOD’S BEAUTIFUL
ANIMALS? TO HAVE YOUR WORLDVIEW ENLARGED?... If you have said yes to
one or more of these then you might want to consider joining us as we plan
another trip to Africa. We will be leaving around June 29 and returning on July
12, 2017. Please pray as to whether God is leading you in this direction.
Watch for more upcoming information. If you are interested please let Jan/
Tim Devine or Art/Pam Davis know of your interest as we have a limited
number of spaces and it will be first come, first served.
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THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
Living Life in a New Year

In the midst of breathtaking change and volatility all around us, Paul’s letter to the Colossians
encourages us to continue in the faith, established and firm, unmoving from the hope held out in the
gospel (Colossians 1:23).

In a world that has reduced Jesus to a good man, a moral teacher, or a
figment of the imagination, Paul proclaims the truth about Jesus
(Colossians 1:15-20):

Jesus is God’s beloved Son.

He is the image of the invisible God.

All things have been created through Him and for Him.

In Him all things hold together.

Through Him all things are reconciled to God.

Through His death, you are reconciled to God. You will be
presented holy in God’s sight, without blemish and free from
accusation— if you continue in your faith, established and firm,
and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel.

Let us begin this new year by focusing on how to live lives that are wor-
thy of the Lord- lives that please him in every way! (Colossians 1:10)

READING SCHEDULE:

DATE SCRIPTURE SUNDAY THEME
January 8, 2017 Colossians 1:1-14 How to Please God
January 15, 2017 Colossians 1:15-2:1 Make Christ Supreme
January 22, 2017 Colossians 2:2-15 Think Like a Christian

January 29, 2017

Colossians 2:16-23

Protect Yourself Spiritually

February 5, 2017

Colossians 3:1-11

Live With Focus

February 12, 2017

Colossians 3:12-17

Live a Holy Life: Put on the New Self

February 19, 2017

Colossians 3:18-4:1

Live a Holy Life: In Your Home

February 26, 2017

Colossians 4:2-18

Commit to Prayer and Community




WHAT’S NEW AMONG OUR PEOPLE?

] Page 3

BLESSINGS

Praise for the opportunity
to prepare gift bags, visit,
carol, and pray with 30+
people/families during Lov-
ing Hands. Thanks to the
many people who partici-
pated!

Praise to God for the safe
return of Hemant and Sai-
ma Tandi from India.
Praise for the complete
healing of Claudia Dela-
field’s wrist.

Praise for a daughter who
is taking baby steps back
to Jesus.

Praise for the way Christ-
mas was changed this
year for a family that par-
ticipated in reading
‘Hidden Christmas” with
the church.

Carole Cockrell's brother-
in-law, whose health is im-
proving.

Gabby Laubisch, who has
passed the 6-month post-
transplant milestone with
no signs of cancer.

The Jenkins family, as
they celebrated the wed-
ding of their son, Ken, and
Liz on Saturday, Dec. 10.
Praise for the birth of Shei-
la Beblavy’s grandson,
Rheagar, on Tue., Dec.
13.

Billy Beardsley, who asked
for prayers to quit smoking
and has had some suc-
cess.

Doug and Liz Kerr and the
team that left for Kenya on
Jan. 6.

STORMS

Steve Kamper's sister,
Cathy, as she is going
through a very difficult
time. Praise that she is
turning to the Body of
Christ for support.

Janet Weber, who contin-
ues to regain strength at
Good Shepherd Fairview
after a brief hospitalization.
Kathryn Kerr's daughter,
Olivia, who continues to
receive care from special-
ists in Rochester as they
deal with ongoing health
concerns.

Pastor Nissi Daughtry,
who is grieving the death
of her mother and praising
God that her entire family
was able to gather to cele-
brate her life and resurrec-
tion.

Janet Cook’s brother, Ber-
nard, and sister, Jesse,
both of whom are dealing
with serious medical is-
sues.

Deb Eiche’s friend, Karen,
who is undergoing treat-
ment for breast cancer.
The Washburn Family, as
they grieve the death of
Derek’s grandmother.
Gordie Pollard’s sister,
Sherry, who is recovering
from her bout of cancer
and was able to spend
Christmas with her family
from South Africa.

Ken and Beverly Book, up-
on the death of their son,
Bobby (Sheila and Con-
nie’s cousin).

Barry and Ann Driggs, as
they mourn the death of a
dear friend, Phillip Deck.
Deb Eiche, who had cata-
ract surgery.

Jason Mitchell, who had
emergency back surgery.
The Williams family, upon
the death of Larry Hoey’s
dear friend, Ed.

Shirley Wennagel, who
was hospitalized several
times.

Jessica Early, who was
diagnosed  with  auto-
immune hepatitis.

Rev. Brown Naik, as he
battles a reoccurrence of
his cancer.

Gloria Johnston and her
son, who are both having
health issues.

Kailey Huff, who fainted
and suffered a concus-
sion.

Susan Meza, who is being
treated for a herniated disc
which has caused neural
impingement. The Meza’s
expressed deep gratitude
for the prayers and support
of their church family.

Rob Weingartner, Director
of The Outreach Founda-
tion, as he travels in Syria
to support Presbyterian
Christians who have cho-
sen to remain and care for
others in that war-torn
country.

Sheila Beblavy, as she fol-
lows up medically after an
overnight stay in the hospi-
tal.



YOUTH NEWS, MID-JANUARY THRU FEBRUARY

MIDDLE SCHOOL YQUTH

December 2016 Memories

Sunday, January 15 -
No Youth group (holiday weekend)

Sunday, January 22—Ice Skating @ BCC, 1:15-3:00pm

Pizza Party immediately following church, Carpool from FPC, ice skate from 1:15-3:00pm.

Cost of ice skating is covered for 6-8th grade students, but bring money for snacks or drinks! Friends and
Families are welcome to join us!

Sunday, January 29—The Monroe House, 5:00-6:30pm
Wear sneakers and get ready for ultimate church mini-golf! Bring your Bible, a snack to share, and a friend!

Sunday, February 5—Bowling @ Midway Lanes, Vestal, 3:00-5:00pm
Meet at Midway Lanes. Cost of bowling is covered for 6-8th grade students, but bring money for snacks or
drinks! Friends and Families are welcome to join us!

Sunday, February 12—The Pierce's House
633 Anderson Road, Vestal, 5:00-6:30pm
Wrap and bring the silliest Valentine's Gift you can find! Also bring your Bible, a snack to share, and a friend!

Sunday, February 19—Skating @ Skate Estate, 3:00-5:00pm

Skate Estate is open 1:00-6:00pm on Sundays. We will plan to meet there at 3pm, but feel free to go early or
stay later! Cost of skating is covered for 6-8th grade students; bring money for your snacks or drinks! Friends
and Families are welcome to join us!

Sunday, February 26—The Monroe House, 5:00-6:30pm. Bring your Bible, a snack to share, and a friend!

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH—SUNDAY MORNINGS

Fun, Fellowship, and Faith can go hand-in-hand!

Small Group meets at the Monroe House on Sundays, 10:30am-noon.
Don’t miss out on the fellowship and a chance to study Scripture and
what it means for your life. To connect, contact Megan at
megmansfield22@gmail.com or Chris at ccampbe77@gmail.com.

A WORD TO PARENTS

Read Deuteronomy 6:6-9 for your challenge as parents this new year.




FAMILY GENESIS CHALLENGE!

In September, we started learning all the stories of Genesis. We began with “In six days the Lord
made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, then He rested on the seventh day.”
We learned that Adam and Eve were created in the image of God. They were made for perfect
relationship with God and each other. Sadly, the perfection of their relationship with God and each
other was broken as they disobeyed God. From then on sin was passed to each person born.

We see sin passed along to people in the stories of Cain and Abel, Noah, the builders of the Tower of
Babel. Then with Abraham and Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, we see God’s rescue plan getting started. Sin
still separates us from God and each other and we all need God’s forgiveness. Without His rescue
plan we would be doomed to spend life and eternity without Him in broken relationships all around us!

Spend quality time reading and memorizing some verses with your kids in January and February!
There are memory verses each Monday to concentrate on all week. Then Tuesday through Friday,
we are going read two chapters a day. Don’t worry, if you get behind, you have Saturdays and
Sundays to get caught up!

A prize bucket full of fantastic stuff will be accessible for parents in the Treehouse Room to “shop
from” so you can reward your kids as they learn their verses.

~ FOLLOW THE CHALLENGE CHART! ~

MONDAY Jan 17 Jan 18 Jan 19 Jan 20
MEMORY VERSE GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS
GENESIS 1:1-3 12 3-4 -6 7-8
MONDAY Jan 24 Jan 25 Jan 26 Jan 27
MEMORY VERSE GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS
ceness 1oser 910 1112 1314 1516
MONDAY Jan 31 Feb 1 Feb 2 Feb 3
MEMORY VERSE GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS
cenesiszisry 18 1920 2122 2324
MONDAY Feb 7 Feb 8 Feb 9 Feb 10
MEMORY VERSE GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS
ceness 121 2926 2728 29-30 31-32
MONDAY Feb 14 Feb 15 Feb 16 Feb 17
MEMORY VERSE GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS
cenesis 7 3534 35-36 3738 39-40
MONDAY Feb 21 Feb 22 Feb 23 Feb 24
MEMORY VERSE GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS GENESIS
cenesis sz 4142 43-44 45-46 47-48
MEMORY VERSE Feb 28
REVIEW! GENESIS
49-50




SESSION UPDATE
- LINDA WILLETS, CLERK OF SESSION

They are your servants and your people whom You redeemed by your great power and by

your strong hand! — Nehemiah 1:10

A special thank you to the faithful servants who have served our church as elders and deacons and
are now rotating off active service. They have each offered their unique gifts and passions for the
past six years: Elders Adele Everett and Charlene Gebler and Deacon Saima Tand..

The regular Session meeting on December 7, 2016 was preceded by a joint gathering of elders,
deacons, and Program Staff. This year's training focused on Communion, so that elders and
deacons may be approved to officiate during worship, home bound and hospital visits, and for
special events such as retreats and small group gatherings. We celebrate the expanded privileges
and responsibilities of leaders allowed in ECO.

MISSION, EVANGELISM, AND DISCIPLESHIP

Session continues to discern next steps for reaching our community, as we apply the things
we have learned through "To Transform a City" and the Nehemiah study. It is exciting to begin
to connect with "Endicott Proud," a local movement to revitalize our community.

Session approved the 2016 Christmas Joy Offering to be used to help purchase surveillance
cameras to support the Endicott police and "Endicott Proud's" efforts to increase safety and
security in our community.

Many adults enjoyed the advent devotional, Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth Behind
the Birth of Christ, by Pastor Tim Keller. There was a Facebook discussion page for those
interested in reading and/or sharing thoughts, questions, and insights each day of Advent.

A Lay Leader training class has been scheduled at 9am on January 29, 2017, led by Adele
Everett. It is open to anyone who is interested in helping to lead worship at the 10:45 service.

REGULAR BUSINESS:

Session approved the 2017 schedule for regular Session meetings.

Dates were confirmed for elder training, deacon training, the examination of elected officers,
and the ordination/installation service.

Session approved the Annual Congregational Meeting for Sunday, February 5, 2017. There
will be one service at 10:00am, followed by the meeting and a luncheon.

On Sunday, December 11, Chris Campbell, Jesse Paff, and JD Paff were welcomed as
Covenant Partners (members) of FPC:E

As Session began to talk about Lent/Easter plans, dates were confirmed:

¢+ Ash Wednesday Agape Supper- March 1, 2017

¢+ Maundy Thursday Service- 7:30pm on April 13, 2017

Nathan Jacobs' job title was changed to "Director of Production, Technology, and Communi-
cation Ministries" to better reflect his responsibilities.

In recognition of the tremendous amount of time he commits to serving at FPC:E, Session
approved that Art Davis be officially added as a (volunteer) staff member.

Session approved House Committee to look into the purchase of a security camera for our
church parking lots.



HAPPY 2017 — A LOT TO SMILE ABOUT...

=RONNE SISCO, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
- DEREK WASHBURN, DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS

You or a friend researching
preschools? Come to our
Open House - Friday
March 10, 6:30-8 pm!

Nursery School registrationh is how
unhderway for the 2017-18 sChool Year!
You may download a form from our
website at
NurserySchool.FirstPresEndicott.org
or piCk one up at the froht desk.
We’d love to discuss our sChool with
you, arrahge a tour, ahd answer anhy
Of your questions: 607.7¢48-1744

I can’t wait to
show off my
creations on
Fri. Feb. 24
during our Art
Show! 6-8 pm!

Join Ronne Gisco for our second gathering of

g ‘ “Conscious DiscCipline” — a process built on the premise of

g%%ﬁgﬁ#;g developing disCipline within children rather thah applying disCipline to them.
===z | Dr. Becky Bailey will be zooming in oh “Encouragement” ¢ “Assertiveness.”

Thurs. Jah. 12 Church Lounge 6:30-8:15 pm Free childCare available!

TRegister on the pink Sigh-ups throughout the hursery school.




COMMUNITY

The Deacons Thank You
The deacons extend big gingerbread thanks to all who had purchased and/or helped deliver
poinsettia plants. In all, a total of 35 beautiful poinsettia plants, along with seasons greetings and
well-wishes, were delivered to some very appreciative shut-ins, family, and friends in this annual
tradition for our congregation. We also extend these heartfelt thanks to all who accepted and
fulfilled requests from our Angel Tree, another important tradition at FPC:E.

Stewardship Envelopes
Stewardship pledge envelopes are available now. If you are unable to pick yours up in the back
of the sanctuary, call the church office (748-1544) to make other arrangements.

Employment Opportunity
Do you have a heart for the special needs community and looking for opportunities to serve?
Jane and Steve Kamper are looking for a Community Habilitation Provider and a Respite
Provider for their autistic eleven-year-old son, Easton. These are paid positions at $15 per hour
and could be filled separately, or by the same individual. Applicants go through a background
check and training with the Springbrook Organization. Once you are in their system, you are
eligible for other families to hire you as well. Easton receives 6 hours of Community Habilitation
per week and 6 hours of Respite per week. These would be fulfilled after school on weekdays,
some days when there is no school and occasionally on Saturdays. We are looking for individuals
who are loving, patient, and truly want to make a difference in the life of a special needs person.
We are starting with our church family for applicants, and with people that our church family can
recommend to us. We also need applicants to be physically capable to work with Easton and
have reliable transportation. Please call Jane at 607-744-2641, or e-mail janekamper@gmail.com
if you are interested, or if you have any questions. Thank you!

Lay Leader Training
Have a burning desire to stand up in front of people and read, sometimes tackling challenging
names and puzzling passages? Probably not, if we're honest. But assisting the pastors in leading
worship as a Lay Leader is an awesome spiritual experience. Reading God's word aloud to
others is a privilege and an opportunity to grow in your faith. A friend recently said to me, "I'll do
this with you, and then it won't be so scary." And she was right. In that same spirit, the Worship
Ministry Team is offering a Lay Leader training class on Sunday, January 29 at 9:00am. You
won't get a seminary degree in that hour, but you will have the nuts and bolts of how to be an
effective lay leader in worship. If you feel God is nudging you toward a more active role in
worship, please join us in the chapel on the last Sunday in January during the first service.
-Adele

Updates for Alyssa Baumann
Many have asked about keeping up with Alyssa Baumann’s treatment. In order to facilitate that,
the family has set up a page with Caringbridge.org. You can go to www.caringbridge.org and type
in Alyssa Baumann. There you can find updates on her progress as well as the ability to send
encouraging messages to Alyssa. Please continue to pray for strength in her battle.




CONNECTING THOUGHTS
-=SHARON EARLY

A friend recently posted an article, “This Stage of Life? It's Hard,” which was aimed at moms in
their early to mid 30s. It resonated with me on a number of levels- reminding me of that season
where life feels overwhelming and raising kids is all-consuming. | felt compelled to write back to
her and share a few things that got us through:

« Needing others (being part of a small group modeled for our kids that being in
community was a priority in our lives).

o Making time for our marriage (I loved a small group study we did that said to do
this, even if it was 5 minutes sitting on the couch together and kids were not allowed to
intrude. It modeled the priority of marriage over the kids).

e Serving others (early on we participated in mission trips even when our kids
were little. It modeled thinking outside our family and giving ourselves to others).

o Doing something for me (it is not selfish but maintains your sanity! Mine was
book club - the family knew my monthly book club was not to be intruded on. It showed
the kids that mom had a life too and they weren't always the center).

o and of course Prayer!!! (I have always loved the image of Susanna Wesley
flipping her apron over her head and praying in the midst of the chaos of life! Again an
example to our kids that our faith comes first and is foremost in our lives!)

What did all these things have in common? That we were not doing life alone but rather in
community. Each of these points came about from others pouring into our lives and encouraging
us. | am forever thankful we found FPC:Endicott. This church helped us continue to grow in our
faith and raise our kids to understand that being in community and serving others was a priority to
our family.

Why do | share this? Because this is the time of year when new resolutions are typically being
made. It is also the time of year when we start looking toward Lent and encouraging our faith
community to be part of a small group. This year we are working on how our small groups can
actually model Christ’'s example of serving others (“For the Son of Man came not to be served but
to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many” Mark 10:45).

Will you make your resolution for this year to be in community with others,
serve others, and be an example to the next generation?

Watch for additional information in February on how to join a group and serve this Lenten season.



Church Calendar

January 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Dave Beers 2 3 4 5 6 7
Preaching 7:30 pm  AA Meeting 5:30 pm  Samaritan Supper 6:00am  Men's Group 7:00 pm  AA Meeting
No FPC:Youth 6:30 pm  AA Meeting 7:00 pm  Worship Team 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir
Middle School 7:00 pm  Deacons Rehearsal Rehearsal

10:00 am  United Worship 7:30 pm  AA Meeting
Service

8 Communion 9 10 11 12 13 14

9:00 am  Elder Training 7:30 pm  AA Meeting 12:30 pm  Staff Meeting 6:00am  Men's Group 7:00 pm  AA Meeting

9:00 am  Worship Service 5:30 pm  Samaritan Supper 6:30 pm  Examination of 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir
(Contemporary) 6:30 pm  AA Meeting Incoming Officers Rehearsal

10:30 am  Children's Ministry 7:00 pm  Small Group Leaders [7:00 pm  Session

10:45am  Worship Service Pray for Lent 7:00 pm  Worship Team
(Traditional) Rehearsal

6:00 pm  FPC: Youth Middle 7:30 pm  AA Meeting
School

15  norpc:voutn 16 17 18 19 20 21

9:00 am  Worship Service 7:30 pm  AA Meeting 12:30 pm  Staff Meeting 6:00am  Men's Group 6:00 pm  Missions Information
(Contemporary) 5:30 pm  Samaritan Supper 1:00 pm  Women's Circle IlI Night

10:30 am  Children's Ministry 6:30 pm  AA Meeting 7:00 pm  Worship Team 7:00 pm  AA Meeting

10:30 am  Deacon Training Rehearsal 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir

10:45am  Worship Service 7:30 pm  AA Meeting Rehearsal
(Traditional)

22 ElderDeacon 23 24 Eco National 25  EcoNational 26 EcoNational 27 28
Ordination/ 6:30 pm NS Parent Council Gathering Gathering Gathering 7:.00 pm  Worship Team
Installation Meeting 5:30 pm  Samaritan Supper 6:00am  Men's Group 7:00 pm  AA Meeting Rehearsal

9:00 am  Worship Service 7:30 pm  AA Meeting 6:30 pm  AA Meeting 7:30 pm  AA Meeting 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir
(Contemporary) Rehearsal

10:30 am  Children's Ministry

10:45am  Worship Service
(Traditional)

1:00 pm  FPC: Youth Middle
School

29 30 31

9:00 am  Lay Leader Training [6:00 pm NS Board Meeting ~ [12:30 pm  Staff Meeting

9:00am  Worship Service 7:30 pm  AA Meeting 5:30 pm  Samaritan Supper
(Contemporary) 6:30 pm  AA Meeting

10:30 am  Children's Ministry

10:45am  Worship Service
(Traditional)

5:.00 pm  FPC: Youth Middle

School




Church Calendar

February 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
6:00am  Men's Group 7:00 pm  AA Meeting
7:00 pm  Session 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir
7:00 pm  Worship Team Rehearsal
Rehearsal
7:30 pm  AA Meeting
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10:00 am  United Worship 7:30 pm  AA Meeting 12:30 pm  Staff Meeting 6:00am  Men's Group 7:00 pm  AA Meeting 5:30 pm  Children’s Ministry
Service 5:30 pm  Samaritan Supper 7:00 pm  Worship Team 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir Leader's Appreciation
11:15am Annual Meeting 6:30 pm  AA Meeting Rehearsal Rehearsal Night
12:30 pm  Luncheon 7:00 pm  Deacons 7:30 pm  AA Meeting
3:00 pm  FPC: Youth Middle
School
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00 am  Worship Service 7:30 pm  AA Meeting 12:30 pm  Staff Meeting 6:00am  Men's Group 7:00 pm  AA Meeting
(Contemporary) 5:30 pm  Samaritan Supper 1:00 pm  Women's Circle IlI 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir
10:30 am  Children's Ministry 6:30 pm  AA Meeting 7:00 pm  Worship Team Rehearsal
10:45am  Worship Service Rehearsal
(Traditional) 7:30 pm  AA Meeting
5:00 pm  FPC: Youth Middle
School
19 20 21 22 23 24 Nursery School Art 25
9:00am  Worship Service 7:30 pm  AA Meeting 12:30 pm  Staff Meeting 6:00am  Men's Group 7:00 pm  AA Meeting Show
(Contemporary) 5:30 pm  Samaritan Supper 7:00 pm  Worship Team 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir
10:30 am  Children's Ministry 6:30 pm  AA Meeting Rehearsal Rehearsal
10:45am  Worship Service 7:.00 pm  Mission and 7:30 pm  AA Meeting
(Traditional) Stewardship Meeting
3:00 pm  FPC: Youth Middle
School
26 27 28
9:00am  Worship Service 6:30 pm NS Parent Council ~ [12:30 pm  Staff Meeting
(Contemporary) Meeting 5:30 pm  Samaritan Supper
10:30 am  Children's Ministry ~ |7:30 pm  AA Meeting 6:30 pm  AA Meeting
10:45am  Worship Service
(Traditional)
5:00 pm  FPC: Youth Middle

School




VISION STATEMENT MISSION STATEMENT PURPOSE STATEMENT

(What God wants to do) (What God wants us to do) (The reason we exist)

We believe God wants to transform our ~ We believe God wants us to share the life To reach more people and together

community through the saving love of -changing power and love of Jesus Christ grow in Christ.
Jesus Christ and calls us to share that in such compelling ways that more peo-

hope with the world. To be an agent of ple become fully devoted followers of

hope, our congregation must work to- Christ.

gether and rely on the power of the Holy
Spirit to follow Christ, whatever the
cost.1 This commitment, which is ground-
ed in a deep love of God and neigh-

bor,2 sends us out to share the Good
News of Christ through our words3 and
our actions.4

1. The Great Commitment, Matthew
16:24-26

2.The Great Commandment, Luke 10:27
3.The Great Commission, Matthew 28:18-
20

4.The Great Compassion, Matthew 25:31-
40
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